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If the Lord wills, we shall…

Truth Thought 
Paul stated in Philippians 4:11-13 
that he had learned to be content 
in whatever state in which he found 
himself. He learned to have 
enough to eat and to be hungry. He 
learned how to have plenty and do 
without. These verses really fit with 
what has been going on in the 
world the past 2 to 3 months. A 
key thing I think about in these 
verses is Paul’s statement “I have 
learned“. Paul says this in verse 
11 and 12. The word learned is an 
interesting word that means, “learn 
by use and practice; to acquire the 
habit of, be accustomed to”. We 
are learning how to do things 
differently these days. Some of the 
best lessons we learn in life are not 
those that come from a book, but 
t h a t c o m e f r o m r e a l l i f e 
experiences. We can be taught to 
be patient, but we learn patience 
by “use and practice” as the word 
learn in these verses means. Kathy 
and I were scheduled to be 
working in the Pacific, but I have 
learned over the years things do 
not  always go as planned.
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I don’t know about you, but I am tired of hearing about Covid-19. It has 
disrupted the world, and it has terminated our travel plans. We are not 
able to work in the Pacific at this time. Kathy and I were scheduled to 
return to the Pacific March 30 and be working there until the middle of 
July. All of that came to a screeching halt. About two weeks before we 
were to leave the coronavirus was spreading worldwide and many 
restrictions were being put in place. I am thankful that we did not get 
caught in a place where we would not be able to move around or work. 

We have been making good use of our time. When the church at Forest 
Park stopped meeting together at the building and started live 
streaming I was needed to help out with the worship. The preacher and 
one of our overseeing elders, Steve Vice, was in the Pacific teaching a 
Pacific Islands Bible College class for us in New Zealand. He was able 
to get back right before everything closed down. He was in isolation for 
14 days so the elders were needing my help during that time. I was 
glad to give it. 

I have been working on projects that I have not had time to really 
concentrate on. One major project has been creating a Pacific Islands 
Bible college textbook on the book of Revelation. This has been one of 
the most challenging textbooks that I have put 
together. Some books do not take a lot of study to 
understand what they mean, but the book of 
Revelation is not one of those books. In my study I 
read books and listened to lessons. In one of those 
lesson I heard an old preacher say Revelation was 
one of the easiest books in the Bible to understand. 
He was not old enough to have the miraculous gift of 
knowledge or wisdom so I am not sure what made it 
so easy for him. Maybe my hard drive is a little slower 
than others. I’m not sure. Of all the preachers I’ve 
heard talk about Revelation, he is the only one I remember making that 
type of statement. 

I have been able to basically finish my book on Revelation. You never 
finish studying God’s word, but the initial study is complete. I still have 
some things I need to mull over to better understand. The other time 
consuming part is making a textbook; the typing, organizing, proofing, 
making a test, and a syllabus. I still have some other textbooks that I 
need to develop and will use this time to work on those. 
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I have also had time to work on sermons. When we are in the Pacific and I’m teaching a Bible College course 
practically every day, I have to spend time getting ready for that class. Also visiting unfaithful members, 
having personal Bible studies, visiting with the brethren, etc. leaves little time to do any extended study on 
other things while we are on the field.  

Kathy has been utilizing her time as well. She has been 
having a daily Bible study over the internet with three ladies 
here in the states. These ladies are Christians that needed 
some encouragement. One of the best ways to build others 
up is through a study of God’s word. One lady specifically 
has been very excited about the things she has been 
learning. She has been a Christian a long time, but has 
never really studied the Bible. She has been so excited to 
start understanding God‘s word and see the riches that it 

has and the benefits that come from study. These ladies are growing spiritually as a result. I truly believe that 
Bible study is the basis for everything in our Christian lives. Whenever we learn God’s word and apply it to our 
lives, it will work. God made us and knows what we need. We have a responsibility to learn it and obey it.  

Kathy has also been putting together a Bible book for teaching children. Since she teaches a lot of kids 
classes in the Pacific she has developed some material specifically geared for younger children. She has 
spent a lot of time making her own graphics so that she does not have to worry about copyright issues. She 
has made this book because of being unable to find accurate material that she needed so she decided to 
make her own.  

In April cyclone Harold came through the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, and Fiji. Out of these three areas, 
Vanuatu received the greatest damage. It was a category 5 when it hit there. It destroyed homes and crops. It 
brought with it a lot of rain which caused much flooding. The eye of the storm passed just off Santo, one of 
the islands where we teach, and very close to Ambae, another Island where we go. One of the things that 
happens whenever a cyclone like this comes through the Pacific is that kills the root crops. The people must 
harvest their crops. This provides plenty of food initially, but then they run 
out. Kumala or sweet potatoes (not like our sweet potatoes) is a main 
crop in Vanuatu. It can be ready to harvest in about 3 months.  Last year 
when I was in Ambae, Vanuatu the people had planted kumala 
everywhere. They were just moving back to that island after having been 
evacuated because of the volcano which had destroyed their crops and 
houses. I was thinking this kumala will be like the manna was for the children of Israel.  They will get tired of 
eating it. These things remind me how exceedingly, abundantly we are blessed to always have so many 
different types of food to eat.  We are working together with some other Christians to supply some of the 
things that they need while they recover. Fiji was damaged some but nothing like Vanuatu. One thing I’ve 
learned about the Islanders, they are very resilient. Vanuatu has had their share of troubles. The evacuation 
of Ambae in 2018 because of the volcano, cyclone Pam which was a major cyclone back in 2015 and now 
this. Please pray for these brethren. 

Stacy and Kathy Ferguson 
P.O. Box 1405 
Forest Park, GA. 30298

NEED: The church in Majuro is in need of a 15 
passenger van. They do not put a lot of miles 
on a vehicle. The main problem they have is 
the body rusting away. If any congregation has 
an older van in good condition that they are 
considering selling or would like to donate 
please contact me at 404-406-1332 or  
staceyferguson@bellsouth.net 

Kumalas on Ambae, Vanuatu
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