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Stacy & Kathy Ferguson It was our last day in Tarawa, 
Kiribati, January 17, 2020. I knew it 
was going to be busy because of the 

work schedule the days before.  During the day we were having Bible studies 
and in the evening from 7:00-9:00 we were having the Pacific Islands Bible 
College classes.  I knew this day was going to be a little more crowded for time 
than the other days because of where we were in the studies we had been 
having for two weeks.   

We left the room about 8:40 to go to our first studies.  Kathy had been 
studying with about 4 ladies. Their life style was one loaded with sin. They 
needed much Bible teaching.  While she was studying with those ladies, I had 
been having a study with an unfaithful Christian and her boyfriend that was 
living with her.  I had told both of them that they either needed to marry or 
separate.  I had talked to her about her sin and 
what she needed to do before ever starting the 
study with him. Well, on this day was the lesson on 
Sin and What to do to be Saved. One of the 
requirements before baptism is repentance. I talked 
to him and her again about stopping the sexual 
relationship and any other sin before baptism. After we had finished the lesson 
and talked, he told me that he wanted to wait and think about baptism. He 
knows he is lost because he admitted that to me. It is sad to see how Satan 
can entangle people in sin, even Christians, and they do not see the urgent 
need to repent and obey.  

After Kathy and I finished our studies, 
we then went to Temiaku where we had 
been having Bible lessons. We left for 
this village about 10:00am. Kathy had 
been studying with one or two ladies 
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Truth Thought 
“Being born again, not of 
co r rup t i b l e seed , bu t o f 
incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which lives and abides 
forever” (1 Peter 1:23). Many 
verses in the Bible show the 
power of God’s word. Just the 
other day I was in a Bible study 
and was thinking that the 
power to convict and convert is 
not in us, but in God’s holy 
word. Equipped with the truth 
we are armed with a very 
powerful tool. Paul referred to 
it as a sword. As we teach 
others we need to be very 
careful with this sword. I think 
of a surgeon. He can very 
precisely and skillfully take his 
s c a l p e l a n d p e r f o r m a n 
operation to help a person 
physically.  We can do the 
same spiritually with God’s 
word. We must use care in 
handling God’s word to help 
them and not cut them to 
pieces and do more harm than 
good.  
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each day and also had two local Christian ladies that were going with us. I dropped her and then 
picked up a brother to go study with Baueri. Our time together learning God’s word with him 
had been going great. He was very open to the truth and had enjoyed understanding more 
about the Bible. When some people start seeing the truth, especially about the Lord’s church 
they do not want to listen, but not so with Baueri. We studied about sin. I asked him if he was 
saved or lost. He said lost. I asked some other questions to get more details. One of the 

questions was, “have you ever been baptized”. He said he had been baptized about 10 years earlier in the “Christian 
Fellowship”. I asked if he was saved before baptism and he said yes. I asked why he was baptized and he said it was to 
understand the Bible. Not sure I’ve ever heard that as a reason before. Then, we looked at what the scripture says 
someone must do to be saved.  As I do with people at this point, I want to show them that they need to obey, but I 
don’t want to push them to obey. I told Baueri that I was not there to force him to be baptized, but to let him see what 
God says and let him make the choice.   

We had been coming to his house every day so I told him and the brother with me, Namata, that I wanted the two of 
them to study the lesson on Counting the Cost the next day, because I was flying out. He asked if I could have that 
lesson with him right then. I could not tell him no. We had already been there longer than usual. We had been stopping 
about 12:00pm because Kathy and I had other studies at about 12:30pm. I went through the lesson on Counting the 
Cost. It was obvious that he was interested in obeying because of wanting to have this 
lesson. He asked if he could be baptized again. We turned to Acts 19:3-5 and let the 
Bible answer his question as we had done with all the other lessons. When people are 
looking for the truth and everything you teach them comes from God’s word they love it. I 
asked him to read Acts 22:16. After looking at these things Baueri said he wanted to be 
baptized. We talked about where would be a good place. They mentioned a place further on 
down the road away from where Kathy was having her study. I told them to wait. I would 
go get her and the other sister helping her and we would be back to get them for the 
baptism. When I turned off the main road to get Kathy and Raketi, they had already walked from their study. After 
picking them up as we were heading to get Baueri and Namata I saw a good place just across the road from Baueri’s 
house for us to baptize him. I got them and we walked across the road and baptized him into Christ. It was about 
1:15pm.     There’s still a lot more remaining in this day….To be continued
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