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Truth Thought 
Beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul (1 
Peter 2:11).  Peter instructs us as 
Christians to live like we are on a 
journey just passing through this 
world, which is true.  We are also to 
live like we are not citizens of this 
place.  I can relate to these ideas with 
our work in the Pacific.  We travel 
many different places, but they are 
not our home, and we are just there 
temporarily.  We do not have 
citizenship in any of the Pacific 
countries.  We do not have the rights 
of citizenship.  I am thankful that my 
temporary citizenship is in the USA, 
but more importantly that my 
permanent citizenship is in heaven.  
As I think about these things it 
reminds me of the song, “This world 
is not my home, I’m just a passing 
through”. 

Our treasures are in heaven.
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Stacy & Kathy Ferguson One of my favorite places to go is 
Ambae, Vanuatu. I love this place 
because of the people and its 
isolation. Life can be filled with a lot 
of distractions, mundane things, 

fast-paced, etc. However on the Island 
of Ambae it is like stepping back in time. Living is 

very simple and basic.  Whenever I’m there it reminds me of the 
essentials of life.  


This whole Island of about 11,000 people was evacuated last year 
because of the Manaro volcano. You can go to this website and 
actually see the satellite view of the volcano exploding -  https://
www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-27/vanuatu-volcano-ambae-
island-evacuated-as-ash-continues-to-fall/10040888. They were 
forced to leave their homes and move to other islands. Now, some 
of the people are moving back. Several of the brethren have come 
back and wanted to have the PIBC classes there this year. This 
was our first time to return to the island since the evacuation. We 
had seen pictures and knew that houses and crops were 
destroyed. Even the church building and house where we once 
stayed were gone. The weight of the ash is what caused these 
things to collapse. We were not sure what we were going to find or 
our living conditions for our two week stay, but things were much 
better than expected.


Scott Richards and I were together on this 
trip. Robert Martin and I are very thankful 
that Scott is helping teach Bible College 
classes. He is a great teacher, has a good 
knowledge of God‘s word, and is very good 
co-worker. He taught the course on the 
book of Acts and I taught Galatians.


Thankfully we were able to hold the classes at a large community 
building that had survived the volcano. We had great attendance, 
even people that had not attended before. I think having it in the 
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community center is one of the things that helped a 
few people feel more comfortable coming. The 
classes were three to four hours in the morning. 
Everyone would have lunch together, which is 
cooked over an open fire. 
After lunch, we had some 
Bible studies. The Lord 

blessed us with some good opportunities to assist with spiritual needs in 
several different ways. Some were wanting to learn the truth so we were able to 
teach them about Christ, his church and the gospel. Some had questions that 
we were able to answer. Others had sin in their life that we were able to 
address. Bethy did make the decision to put Christ on in baptism. We were 
very thankful to God for her obedience.


One day Paul Vuhu, a local brother, told us that a man wanted us to come to his village. We were not 
sure as to the exact reason, but were hoping it was an opportunity to teach the gospel. Five of us 
loaded up one afternoon after PIBC class and drove for about 1 hour to Olivers.  He was very glad for 
us Americans to come. He was born about 1933. He was nine years old when the Americans came 
during the war. The Japanese told them that they would kill the local people if it were not for the 
Americans coming. He was very thankful for those American men. Those brave men made a positive 
impact on the Pacific which has opened the way for us. After the greeting, Scott and I had opportunities 

to speak. I asked Paul if I should have a Bible study, he said no just say something. We 
had not been invited for a Bible study. I was wondering why are we here?  After Scott 
and I said a few remarks, Oliver arose and began to speak. The reason Oliver wanted 
us to come was unique and not what I would have ever expected.  He knew that some 
of the Christians were living wrong and he was encouraging them to make corrections. 
Older people in the Islands are highly respected. His age gave him the liberty to be 
very straightforward. Oliver is not a Christian, but part of a denomination. When he 
joined that group he said he stopped those sinful things. Scott and I had already talked 
to some of the brethren about some of these same issues.  It was ironic that Oliver 
mentioned some of the exact same things.  As Christians we always need to be very 

very careful to watch our example.  People in the world are watching. It is sad when those who are not 
Christians live better morally than Christians. The three that went with us were some of the ones that 
Oliver was rebuking.  He did so in a loving, but firm way.  

Please pray for these brethren.  They live in a remote place. Spiritual life and physical life 
is not easy.  Thank you for working together with us as we all serve the Lord.
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