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AN UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY

Truth Thought 

"And they took him, and brought 
him unto Areopagus, saying, May 
we know what this new doctrine is, 
whereof you speak? For you bring 
certain strange things to our ears: 
we would know therefore what 
t h e s e t h i n g s m e a n ” ( A c t s 
17:19-20). Paul would usually 
teach in the synagogue as he did 
in Athens. However, in a city full of 
i d o l s P a u l h a d a u n i q u e 
opportunity to teach God’s word 
in an unusual place. I love the way 
Paul began his teaching.  He 
spoke in a way to get the interest 
of his listeners. Sometimes God 
can open doors for us to teach the 
truth in some unsuspecting places. 
We always need to evaluate the 
situation to be sure we do not 
violate the scriptures. Then we 
should seize the opportunity.  
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Last month I told you about our work in Savusavu and Vatudamu, Fiji. 
After finishing there we flew over to Nadi, Fiji. Three congregations 
came together at Lautoka for the Pacific Islands Bible College classes. 
Tim Hayes joined us for his first time to teach one of the PIBC classes. 
He is an elder and preacher who also 
does mission work in other countries. We 
are grateful to the Logan Martin church, 
one of our supporting congregations, for 
giving him the time to come. 

Tim was an easy person with which to 
work. He jumped right in and got busy 
teaching.  He taught the Bible College 
course on “The Bible and Redemption” 
and did a great job. I appreciate his zeal 
and enthusiasm in teaching God’s word.   

We were able to have some Bible 
studies during the day. Tim conducted 
some of those and I also conducted 
some. Part of our time was spent 
encouraging unfaithful members to 
come back and be committed to the 
Lord. No matter where we go unfaithful 
or weak Christians always need help. 
I’m thankful we have the chance to 
admonish them.   

On Monday, I went to pay for our apartment. While talking to Ateca, the 
manager (picture on the next page), she mentioned some things about 
the signs of the end of time. I told her I had just taught a class on that 
same subject the day before at Sunday morning Bible class. I mentioned 
to her Matthew 24 and we talked about some things that it said. I gave 
her Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21 and encouraged her to read 
those chapters. Later that day I got a call that Ateca wanted me to come 
see her. She told me that she talked to her “senior pastor” and they 
wanted me to come to the Full Gospel Tabernacle (Pentecostals) to 
teach their Wednesday night Bible class. I asked if I could give her an 
answer the next day.  
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I emailed my elders and Robert to ask their advice and wisdom.  They gave me some good 
advice and encouraged me to take advantage of that opportunity.  Since Tim Hayes was with 
me teaching the PIBC class that freed me to go teach on Wednesday.   

On Tuesday, I told Ateca I would love to come and teach about Matthew 24.  She arranged for 
me to met her preacher.  Tim and I met and had a great conversation with him.  He was very 
kind, open, and receptive - a really nice guy.  It was hard for me to believe that he would so 
openly give me the time to publicly teach the group.  I asked him what would be taking place.  
He told me about their praise team would be singing and playing for about the first 20 minutes.  
I wanted to be upfront with him and let him know that I would not be participating. I also asked 
him if I could invite the people to come to the PIBC classes and give out some tracts.  He 
agreed without reservation.  He said there would probably be over 100 people there on 
Wednesday.  Upon the advice of the elders I asked one of the local brothers to come with me. 

On Wednesday, the time had come.  I wasn’t sure what we would encounter, but time would soon tell.  I had 
done some extra study to prepare the best I could for whatever might come up. I arrived about 6:45 pm.  A few 
people were there, and I began to visit with them. Everyone was very nice. After the singing and playing, it was 
my time to speak. I had already told the preacher to introduce me as Stacy Ferguson. He had asked if I had a 
title and I told him no. We did not have 100 people, but about 35. 

I gave a few introductory remarks about the scripture and then we 
dove into Matthew 24. The people were looking in their Bibles as we 
unfolded that chapter about the destruction of Jerusalem and then 
Christ second coming. I was getting amens and people seemed to 
understand the scripture.  All the people were very nice and courteous. 
In situations like this you never know which direction it will go. As we 
say, “It can turn south quickly”. After we finished the preacher got up 
and said there is no rapture. Which was amazing to me because they 
had been teaching about the rapture, 1,000 year reign, etc. He told the 
men that their meeting the next week on Tuesday was cancelled and 
they all were going to attend the PIBC classes. He first told his 
congregation that they had his blessing to attend our classes in the 
evenings and then he insisted that everyone go next week, Monday - 

Friday. He said he wanted to come and also take the test.  I was thinking this is GREAT!  He said we 
Pentecostals jump up and down, shout, clap, and roll around on the floor, but we need the word of God!  We 
gave out tracts.  One man said he worked at the hospital and wanted more tracts to pass out.  God is amazing 
and can open many doors.  I thank God for such a wonderful opportunity.   

So what happened the next week??  Unfortunately, no one came to the Bible College classes, but Kathy was 
invited to teach their ladies Bible class twice. We were able to sow the seed and hopefully it will cause people 
to study and question what they have been taught.  

Kathy and I are very grateful and blessed to work with you in spreading the truth.
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