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Work in Fiji - Labasa

Truth Thought 

Jesus said in Mark 3:35, “For 
whoever does the will of God is 
My brother and My sister and 
mother.”  I have heard as you 
probably have, “blood is thicker 
than water”.  I looked that up on 
the internet just to see what is 
said about that phrase.  What I 
read was what I had expected.  
Family relationships and ties are 
stronger than anything else.  Yes 
family ties are important, but 
Jesus shows they are not the 
most important.  In this passage 
Jesus shows us that the spiritual 
relationship is more important 
than the physical.  God thinks 
differently than man (Isaiah 
55:8-9).  It is indeed a great 
blessing from God when our 
physical family is also a part of 
our spiritual family.  That is a 
wonderful two fold blessing.  
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Kathy and I headed back out to the Pacific after being in the States 
about 1 month in May. First, we would be working several different 
places in Fiji. Our first stop was Labasa, Fiji.  

The church in Labasa has had some struggles over the years.  Atu 
and Serena moved here from the opposite side of this island to live 
and work. They have made sacrifices to help strengthen this 
church. I can see some positive improvements. It is great to have 
Christians like them who are mature enough to lead. 

On this first leg we were traveling out with our son, 
Renn and our daughter-in-law, Chloe. This was 
Chloe‘s first mission trip.  We were excited to have 
them help us for a couple weeks. 

We came in on Saturday.  Usually we preach and 
teach Bible class on Sundays.  However, this first 
Sunday, Semisi, a brother from another 
congregation had planned to teach and preach.  
He taught Bible class on Daniel.  I’m not sure exactly what he said 
because he taught in Fijian, but he preached with zeal and 
conviction.  He was well prepared.  There were about 23 locals in 
attendance.  We had lunch with everyone and then we started the 
Pacific Islands Bible College classes from 3:00-5:00.  We had 13 
for the PIBC class that day and about that same number every 
evening.   

During the Bible College 
classes in the evening, about 
half of those attending were 
not Christians. I love these 
opportunities to teach people 
the truth. 

Renn taught the course on Matthew, Mark, and Luke. I taught the 
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Bible and Redemption. Kathy and Chloe had classes for the kids. We never know when we come to 
some places if there’s going to be a lot of children or just a few. This time only a couple of kids were in 
the class. 

Renn did a great job teaching his class. It it is hard for me to believe that he is only 23 years old and 
able to teach, preach, and do personal Bible studies so well. I am thankful that he has applied himself 
to studying, learning, and teaching God‘s word. 

Chloe fit right in.  The different foods, culture and conditions were no problem. On the first Sunday at 
the fellowship meal we did not have utensils so we ate with our hands.  Chloe went right along with 
everyone else using her God given utensils.  It was great to have her on the trip and get to know her 
better.  With us traveling so much we have not been able to spend a lot of time together.  We are 
thankful that God has blessed Renn with a wonderful godly wife. We’re grateful for her parents that 
taught her and brought her up in the ways of the Lord. We want to give our thanks and appreciation to 
the Piedmont Church of Christ in Piedmont, Alabama. Renn works with this congregation and they are 
one of our supporters. We appreciate them giving Renn and Chloe the time and support to come out 
and assist us in teaching God’s word. 

Kathy, Chloe and Sereana were able to study with Taufa.  Kathy told me that she 
was very quick to see and understand the truth. After all the studies with her, she 
still has not obeyed the Gospel.  We must remember that God will give the 
increase.   

Renn and I were able to study with Emosi. He is a friend to one of the 
brothers in the church and came to the PIBC classes. I don’t think he 
was very interested in studying, but just being nice to us and his friend. 
Sometimes that happens, but it gives people the opportunity to learn 
the truth whether they really want to or not. 

We went out three different times passing out tracks, once to houses and twice 
in the market place. I’m not sure how many tracks we had each time, but 
probably about 200. Those would be gone in about 20 minutes at the market.  
Renn has had experience doing this work in other places in the Pacific. This 
was Chloe‘s first time so I was watching her. She jumped right in, talked to 
people and acted like she had been doing it all of her life. She set up a Bible 
study with a lady out in a village. Seven of us went out the next day to study 
with the lady.  We thank God and all of you for the opportunities to work in the Pacific. 
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