
February, March, April

Welcome 
Dear friends, thank you for taking the time to read my 
latest report from Perth and the Lord’s work here. As 
ever I am behind with reports, but I hope to include 
updates from February, March and April in this latest 

report. This was another busy time for us as always and 
it is a blessing to tell you about them. 

Personal News 

Our main personal news this month is Allana and I 
becoming engaged. I proposed while we were in Philippines 
(which I will tell you a bit more about later) and enjoyed 

surprising Allana’s extended family for the rest of the trip. 
We are now in wedding planning mode and saving. Thank 

you to everyone who sent us messages and cards, it is a 
blessing to share this with so many members of the family 
of Christ across the world. We appreciate each and every 
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Seek Out Souls 

See how Seek Out Souls is 
going on page 4.  

Perth Snapshot 

Focus on Perth! Page 2. 

Youth Work 

A busy time for the youth 
group. See page 2 onwards for 
an update. 

Specific Prayers 

We are asking for some 
specific prayers from page 10. 

SHINING IN SCOTLAND 
 Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven
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one of you and covet your prayers as we start this next 
phase of our lives together. 

Apart from this our family news is much the same as ever. 
Everyone is doing well and Mikey, my nephew, continues to 
grow. Now that he is walking his mum and dad spend a lot 

of time running around stopping him from getting into 
things he shouldn’t! Mackenzie is a huge help and always 

makes sure he is alright. It is a great blessing to know that 
my family are happy and healthy and I ask you to pray that I 

may reach out to them with the Gospel and they may be 
receptive to His message. 

Youth Work 

Our new youth schedule has gotten underway and 
seems to be working well. The youth schedule is 

designed to provide a constant reminder so that the 
children can take the schedule home and have a 

reminder even when they cannot make it to youth club. 
As I said this works well, but we have to allow more 

time to see long term effects and whether this will help 
us to retain youth into high school and beyond. 

Connection Youth 

Youth club has been consistently busy throughout the 
early part of this year. We started all of our new classes 

with a number of new teachers and assistants in January 
so by February we felt we were in the swing of things a 
bit better. We had started to use a new curriculum and 

were getting used to it while trying to work on 
communication between teachers and assistants etc. I 
have a feeling that 2019 will be a steep learning curve 
for us as we try to improve our youth club and classes. 
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Focus on Perth 

This month saw us take steps to 
continue the Lord’s work in Perth  

• We now have 11 children 
signed up to go to Camp 
Heatherbell in June.  

• We have began to train a 
number of the congregation 
for teaching and leadership 
roles. 

• Youth clubs and Bible classes 
continue to be well attended 
with around 20 children 
coming each week.  

• We advertised and did more 
preparation for our campaigns 
this year. 

• We had 2 new children register 
with the youth club. 

Please continue to pray for the 
church here in Scotland.



February, March, April

T3  

We have had some challenges over the last few 
weeks getting T3 off of the ground. One of the 

struggles with youth work here in Scotland is a lack 
of constant 

connection with youth. As a example, it is common for 
children attending the youth club to miss two or three 

weeks at a time. As a result of this the events we host can 
be difficult to organise with the youth then remind them 

about. Just with our small group of teens this has proven a 
barrier already. T3 is then a long term commitment and, 
in the first few months of the year, we have struggled to 
be consistent. T3 is a long term project and here at the outset the kids are taking some 

time to understand the idea of this style of youth club as they tend to be more 
independent than in the US and have less of an investment in the church (at least until 

they are Christians). We are, however, committed to making T3 work as the small 
successes so far have been encouraging for everyone. Our next planned trip 

Cumbernauld Youth and Young Adults Weekend  

We were once again blessed to attend Cumbernauld youth and 
young adults weekend on the banks of Loch Lomond. It was 

another encouraging weekend spending time hearing lessons from 
Adam Mendy (Cumbernauld) and singing and praying with other 
Christians. We had 3 members travelling to Rowardennan for the 
event, however, at the last minute Abbie couldn’t go due to illness 

and Rona and I travelled together with youth from 
Dennyloanhead/Falkirk. The speaker for the youth was Mark 

Montgomery from Livingston and it was great to connect with 
members and youth from Livingston over the weekend. This was 
another massively encouraging weekend for us and an unexpected opportunity to simply 

recharge. Please pray thanks for all those who make Cumbernauld youth and young adults 
weekend possible and for the encouragement of those who attend. Thank you! 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Rona Reyes, Sophie Knott 
and I at Rowardennan. 
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Coffee & Connect  

We continue to meet in Blend at noon on Wednesdays to study 
the Scriptures together. Recently, we have started to mirror the 

books we are reading as part of our Old Testament Scripture 
readings. We have been studying Jonah, Malachi and Micah and 
have found great encouragement, as well as grave warnings, in 

these books. It is a pleasure to have a time to simply study 
together during the week and doing this in public helps us increase our profile in the 

community. Through this study and our connection with the community we are able to 
identify needs in the community and reach out to others. I pray that we can continue to 

influence the local community and bring those around us to the Lord. 

Seek Out Souls  

Seek Out Souls has been going well since we began back 
in January. We have discussed a number of different 

themes and how to reach out to our neighbours. These 
discussions have already yielded positive results as part of 

S.O.S. is to keep one another accountable and we have 
been able to share stories of personal evangelism from 
everyone who attends. Just one example is some of our 

students who joined in religious discussions with some fellow students at university. 
S.O.S. provided them with the confidence to engage in that conversation and share their 

faith with others. 

Another part of our S.O.S. meetings has been helping our new teachers develop lesson 
plans and spend time talking with them about what to expect teaching here in Scotland. 
The environment can be challenging here for new teachers with the bulk of teaching and 

youth work taking place within the community and not the church. As such getting 
started can be intimidating. We have endeavoured to involve as many people as we can in 

youth work and have been successful in this respect, however, 
there is a lot of work still to do in Perth to create a 

sustainable structure for the church to flourish.  

Sunday Morning Class 

�4To every creature … 



February, March, April

Over the last few weeks we have been studying a number of lessons by Kyle Butt on 
science and the Bible. This has been a fascinating journey and something different from 

subjects we have covered on a Sunday morning so far. We have been encouraged by a 
better attendance during Sunday mornings since last year, however, circumstances can 
mean that we are still very low in number from time to time. Please pray for us as we 

continue to grow together in the Lord and learn from some great teachers. 

Roberta  

Roberta continues to study with me regularly and takes in more and more of the book of 
John all the time. We are moving slowly through the 
book as she is hugely interested in the miracles of 
Jesus and wants to discuss them for a long time. 
Roberta often comes to the study equipped with 

stories to tell me about school and her friends and 
often it takes a while for us to get back around to the 

Scriptures, but she is still enthusiastic to study the 
Word. One characteristic that will serve Roberta well 
is her confidence. She has no qualms about publicly 
reading the Bible and discussing her faith. This can 

also mean Roberta can be blunt with her opinions and thoughts, but I welcome her 
thoughts on everything as she continue to take tentative steps toward faith in the Lord. A 

barrier that has become apparent is Roberta’s struggle to attend worship on a Sunday 
morning. Her family already attends a denomination in town and, as such, for now there 
is little opportunity to attend worship. This may change next year as Roberta heads to 
high school and is able to attend youth weekends etc. with the rest of the LEAP and 

LEAD aged kids. Please pray that Roberta is stays the course through her transition to 
high school and beyond. 

Annette Ferguson  

My studies with Annette have continued. We have been studying abiding in Christ and 
how we can recognise the Christian life. Over the last few studies I have simply been 

trying to find the words that will prick Annette’s heart and conscience as she continues to 
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Roberta at our Summer Connection Club
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stay away from worship services. It has now been well over a year since Annette has been 
present with us in worshiping the Lord and the concern we all have for her soul is clear. 

We continue to hope and pray that Annette will return and have fellowship with us again 
and I ask you to echo this prayer as we continue to study. I have been praying regularly 

with Annette that she returns to worship and be restored. 

Maurice Charlton  

We have had some challenges over the last few weeks as 
Maurice’s health problems have prevented him and Polly 

from helping out as much as before. For now, Maurice 
requires periodic appointments at hospital and extended 
periods of rest, sometimes a number of days. He has also 

been unable to attend worship, something which has almost 
never happened. Maurice and Polly are valued members of the congregation and are ever-
present helping at events, youth club and campaigns etc. Throughout our time here they 
have been reliable supporters and so Maurice’s absence is a real problem. Please pray for 

Maurice’s health, his recovery and that he can continue to 
support the work of the Lord in Perth. 

Beth Alexander  

Beth continues to grow in her studies and worships with 
us regularly. We have been studying the life of Moses over 
the last few weeks and have discussed changing hearts and 
responsibilities. Beth knows God’s own call to her, to be 

reconciled to Him, and is taking time to study and learn before she makes a decision. 
There are a lot of connections pulling Beth back to Catholicism, however, the more she 
learns the clearer Beth can see the truth. I pray Beth continues to study and grow and 

makes the decision to follow Jesus that He awaits.   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Philippines Trip 2019  

Allana, Allana’s mother, 
Aireen and I were blessed to 

be able to journey to 
Philippines at the end of 

March. We travelled 
throughout the northern 

island of Luzon and were able to enjoy a 
good mix of relaxing, touring and visiting 

family. It was truly refreshing and energising to be in Philippines and I returned ready to 
get back to work. There is still a huge hunger for the 
Gospel in Philippines and we were met with love and 

family everywhere we 
travelled. Allana and Aireen 
enjoyed being among family 

and we were able to 
celebrate Aireen’s birthday 
in Pampanga with a party 

and barbecue.  

Climbing 
Higher! 

Over the next few months we will be hosting a 
number of campaigns in order to push our 
presence in the community and hopefully 
attract people to the Gospel message. A 

campaign is already planned for the end of 
May centred around our existing youth work 
and S.O.S.. Please pray for us and everyone 

who is invited that they are able to attend and 
open to His message. 

We will also be re-engaging with Community & Connect after a brief hiatus due to a 
packed schedule. We will be returning to the food bank mid-May. 
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UNO is serious business in 
Pampanga! 

04.04.2019
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Overall, we are excited for the challenge and the difference we can make to the lost in 
Perth. Please pray for us as we 
continue to spread His Word 

and plant the seed. 

How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the gospel 

of peace, who bring glad 
tidings of good things 

Romans 10:15

How shall we preach unless 
we are sent?  

Thank you for your support.
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