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Tarawa - a favorite place (cont.)

Truth Thought 
Just a reminder…..Each 
person taught the gospel is to 
take that same message and 
teach it to someone else 
(Matthew 28:20). We see this 
happening in the book of Acts.  
In chapter 8:4 “they that were 
s c a t t e r e d a b r o a d w e n t 
everywhere preaching the 
word”.  Everyone that has 
learned the truth, obeyed it,  
and become Christians needs 
to take that same truth and 
teach i t to o thers . God 
designed that the gospel 
spread this way. It is good to 
always ask ourselves, am I 
continuing to spread the 
gospel to the lost.  You and me 
as part of the Lord’s church  
have as our divine mission the 
duty to teach the soul saving 
gospel.  Let us fulfill that great 
and awesome responsibility.  
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I want to introduce you to Atanraoi (Ata) Mwanetaake and Beretita 
Tewaniti.  Good luck pronouncing those 
names.  This is an account of the 
conversion of this husband and wife.  
This opportunity came about because of 
Tabera, one of the faithful brothers in 
Tarawa.  Ata came from an outer island 
and was just planning to stay 1 day and 
then return home.  Tabera invited him 
and his wife to stay for a birthday party the next day.  After the 
party, Tabera told Ata about the Pacific Islands Bible College 
classes and asked him to stay for the classes.  Ata wanted to go 
back home, but agreed to stay for the first class, 10 days.  In the 
evenings he attended the Bible College course on the book of 
“Hebrews”.  During the day Tabera and I started a personal study 
with Ata and his wife.  These two were very interested and open to 
the truth.  They understood very quickly.   

We found out that they were Catholic, 
and the Catholics did not want them to 
study the Bible. They knew little about 
the scriptures and did not know how to 
study.  I told him we do not need to 
listen to men because men can be 
wrong.  We need to look at the Bible for 
ourselves.  We looked at 2 Timothy 2:15-18 where Paul told 
Timothy to study to rightly divide God’s word.  Paul then gave an 
example of two men who were teaching a false doctrine.  They 
even lead others away from the truth.  I asked Ata if these two men 
would be saved teaching the wrong thing.  He said no.  I asked if 
those who follow them will be saved.  Again, he replied no.  We 
looked at many other verses that teach us to study and read so we 
can understand God’s word.   After one of our studies, Ata told me 
that he learned how to pray in the PIBC class on “Hebrews” the 
night before.  When I was teaching in Hebrews 5:7, I showed them 
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from the scriptures two main things about prayer:  1) to whom we are to pray, 2) through whom we 
pray.  It is sad that people know so little about the Bible. 

Several of our studies with Ata and Beretita were identifying the church of the Bible.  We looked at 
when the church started, the place, the builder, what the church is called and how is it organized.  
After we finished those studies, they realized that the Catholic Church was not the church of the 
Bible. I asked about some different churches, but they said the other ones were not from the Bible 
either. When people can see the truth about the church it is wonderful.  


The next day, Wednesday, Ata told us that he wanted to go back to his island, Abiang.  He wanted 
to leave on Friday, but we were able to talk him into staying for one more week.  He was telling how 
he needed to work on his house and do other things.  We read Luke 9:59, he and Beretita started 
laughing.  It would be hard from him when he returned to his home island because he would have 
to do everything in worship.  We tried to show him in the lesson that same day, which was on 
worship, what he would need to do and how to do it.  He is very intelligent and caught on quickly.  


On Friday, our study was about sin and what to do to be 
saved.  They understood the lesson. After we finished, they 
both said that they were not saved. We read Acts 22:16 and 
then I asked them if they were ready to be baptized.  Ata 
gave two thumbs up!  We were thankful to God that they 
were baptized into Christ.


Remember we had squeezed one more week out of Ata to give us more time to ground these two 
in the faith.  On Saturday night, they visited some family that lives on Tarawa and found out that 
Ata’s sister had died. She lived on their home island of Abiang.  He really wanted to go home.  
Thankfully they came to worship on Sunday.  We talked to them and encouraged them to stay, but 
they decided to go. We did what we could to encourage them to worship each Sunday and 
reminded them of what they needed to do.  When we were talking to them they were telling about 
talking to the family on Saturday night.  Ata was able to share with them some things about the 
church. They asked him to say a prayer, and they were all looking in surprise that he did not do the 
cross on his chest.  That was a great opportunity for him to teach them the truth.  Tabera said that 
he wants to visit them at Abiang to encourage them. That was a great idea that Tabera had.  This 
shows his good heart.   We hope and pray that they will be faithful.  


Please remember this couple in your prayers.  It will not be easy for them.   
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