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Welcome 
Dear friends, thank you for taking the time to read my 
latest report from Perth and the Lord’s work here. So 

much has happened over the last few weeks and 
months that it has been difficult to find time to write 
to you. I apologise for this, but I pray that this finds 

you blessed and leaves you encouraged that the Lord is 
working in Perth. 

Personal News 

This last year has passed extremely quickly and my nephew 
is growing quickly as well. My sister has gone back to her 

job with Asda (Wal-Mart) after maternity leave and is 
getting used to travelling for work again and filling out 
forms instead of dedicating all of her time to Mikey. Of 

course, Michelle has Mackenzie to help and she is having 
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A Busy Summer!  
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Reports start on page 5 
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Youth Work 

A busy time for the youth 
group. See page 3 for an 
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fun helping out with her little brother. Mackenzie is 13 and 
is preparing to choose subjects for the next couple of years 
of school, as well as participating in dance classes and clubs 

at school. Michael is also doing well and has had steady 
work for a long time now, working on new museums and 

train stations in Dundee as well as schools in Glasgow and 
further afield. Thank you for all of your prayers for my sister 

and her family, I pray Christ may reach them and bring 
them to the church. 

My parents are doing well and enjoy spending time with 
their grandson (as well as Michelle I’m sure!). Since we have 

all officially moved out mum and dad have begun taking 
more time for themselves and have planned to take a cruise 
in June. As the years have passed my parents have become 
more comfortable with my choice to live for Christ and to 
spread the Gospel. In the last few years, since moving to 
Perth, their attitude has shifted and become accepting if 

not completely positive. I pray that this can help me talk to 
them further about Jesus and coming to the Lord. I pray 

then that the Lord gives the 
increase.

In October Allana and I 
attended her Grad Ball. This 

event was only for her 
nursing class and I felt very 

safe eating dinner surrounded 
by hundreds of fully qualified 
nurses! This was a great night 
and is a reward for all of the 
hard work Allana and all of 

her classmates put in over the 
last 3 years. In November it is 
on to Allana’s graduation and the official start of her career 

in the NHS.  

Thank you for all your prayers! 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Focus on Perth 

This month saw us take steps to 
continue the Lord’s work in Perth  

• We took a number of youth to 
Camp Heatherbell in the 
Summer.  

• We hosted a group from 
Buford, GA and ran a Summer 
Connection Club attended by 
kids from the community.  

• Youth clubs and Bible classes 
continue to be well attended 
with 20-30 children coming 
each week.  

• We took the youth on a reward 
trip to M&Ds theme park 

Please continue to pray for the 
church here in Scotland. 
confirming support for the next 
year, if you can keep me in mind 
when confirming budgets I would 
be very grateful. God bless.
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Youth Work 

Since May our youth work has stepped up hugely. We began 
with the run up to Camp Heatherbell, with a lot of work going 
into informing parents in Perth, who have no experience of the 

church or summer camps, about the work we do at Camp 
Heatherbell. For the last three years Perth has taken 5-6 

children to camp, however, this year we were slightly down in 
number due to unlucky timing with some family holidays etc. 
Undeterred, Grace, Abbie Ramsay and myself packed up the 
minibus and headed off to camp, stopping to pick up some 

youth from Falkirk along the way. 

Of course much of my own preparation for camp is not only 
advertising but preparing to teach a class. What a blessing it was this year to have the 

opportunity to teach children about who God is and all of His qualities. 

Apart from Camp Heatherbell, our other major summer youth event is our Holiday Bible 
Club. After some positive results we continued using the name ‘Connection’ for our 

summer club and treating it as an extension of our weekly Wednesday night youth club. 
Therefore our ‘Summer Connection Club’ has become a fixture in our calendar. This year 

we once again blanketed the areas where the children who attend live with leaflets and 
once again knocked on doors and produced attendance cards in order to attract attention 

to the club. For just these 3 days in July we begin advertising in May and continually 
reminding our youth and parents of events coming up. 

Connection Youth 

After a hectic summer we re-started our regular Connection 
Youth Club at the end of August. We had a great start to the 

year as many of our kids returned and we had over twenty 
children attend in the first week. Once again, as we returned to 
classes, we noticed that some children who attended for a long 
time, some for a number of years, did not return for the year 

2018-19. The biggest group that we lose tends to be from those 
transitioning from primary school to secondary school. A large 
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amount of our effort over the past year has been focussed on retaining children that are 
into secondary school. We created L.E.A.P. and L.E.A.D.. These groups began last year 
with just 3 youth taking part between them. At the time of writing we currently have 6 

youth in L.E.A.P. alone. Unfortunately, one of our teens who was taking part has stopped 
coming to the youth club, however, her younger brother continues to attend and we are 

hopeful he will continue to do so. Out of these three new youth who have joined L.E.A.P. 
two have transitioned from the regular Connection Youth Club and one has joined 

through a friend. 

L.E.A.P. and L.E.A.D. provide opportunities for our youth 
to become further involved in the activities of the church. 
For example youth weekends across the UK are open to 
all of  our L.E.A.P. youth and often it is at these events 
that youth experience their first worship service. These 
events are important as they form the relationships that 
will encourage these youth to continue to have faith as 
they go through high school, university into work and 

beyond. Forming relationships with Christians their own 
age is a huge factor is helping to encourage the youth not 
to be bowed by the pressure they face from friends (and 
sometimes family) every day. And it is often the bonds 

they form during these 
weekends that 

encourage them to make the greatest decision they 
ever will, to follow Jesus.

The wider youth club has continued to go from 
strength to strength and we have enjoyed the challenge 
of running Connection Youth Club every week. Every 
Wednesday presents a new challenge for us and we are 
growing all the time. However, we know that it is only 

the Lord that can bring the increase from our work 
and we seek only to plant the seed of the Word and 

allow Him to do His work.
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An interesting element of our work over the last few years has been 
the positive response we have received from the Eastern European 

communities in Perth. Out of all of the youth who attended through 
October, 1/3 came from a Polish, Lithuanian or Czech background. 
This has presented a ministry that we were not previously familiar 

with or necessarily anticipating. However, the parents of these 
children are very supportive of our work and are encouraging when 

they interact with us. Please pray that God opens doors in this 
community that we may reach those 

who need salvation.  

Summer Connection Club  

Back in July, we had a group of 
brethren from Buford, GA, 
arrive in Perth to help with 
our Summer Connection 

Club. This year one of our 
teens, Abbie Ramsay, came up 

with the theme of 
‘Confidence’ and it was a perfect fit for what the youth needed. So many kids come from 

the community and suffer from embarrassment in front of their friends when talking 
about Jesus. We wanted to show them that they need not be ashamed of reading the 

Bible, ‘going to church’, praying and learning about Jesus. They need not be ashamed of 
being Christians. The group did a great job preparing and presenting lessons and games 
and all of the kids attending had a great time, with some who had stopped going to our 

regular Connection Club returning once the summer ended! 

After fewer children than anticipated attended over the first couple of days we did all we 
could and knocked on every door we could think of to stoke interest and by the end of 

our week we had a number of children attending and having a great time. 

One particular note of encouragement was the opportunity we had to engage some of the 
youth not only in the daytime Connection Club, but how many also attended Gospel 
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meetings in the evenings. Further details of this trip and the work carried out by the 
brothers and sisters from Buford is available on the Buford church of Christ website in 

the handout attached to the same email as this report. 

Camp Heatherbell  

Camp Heatherbell this year focussed on the theme of ‘5G’. We explored the qualities of 
God and focussed on 5 main areas throughout the week. We had a week full of great 
lessons from all of the staff and Steven Barr from Cumbernauld and I co-taught our 

‘Tweeners’ class. We had a lot of fun teaching the kids all about God and who He is. We 
pray that these lessons will take root in the hearts of these youth that God may help to 

grow. 

Of course, classes are only one part of Camp 
Heatherbell and, as ever, we had a full schedule for the 
week with activities and the House Cup up for grabs! 
All of the kids gave everything in all of the games and 

studied together for the Bible Bowl near the end of the 
week. Somehow, they still had enough to present an 

excellent talent show. At the end of a hard fought 
competition Strachan House claimed the House Cup 
2018, leaving the other 3 house teams to look forward 

to another chance next year. 

Of course, the most important aspect of camp is 
teaching God’s Word to those children who attend and we were again blessed to reach 

out to many children from communities across Scotland. For most of them Camp 
Heatherbell is the first time they come into contact with the Word of God and many 

have never attended a worship service until they spend a Sunday at camp. It is this that 
makes Camp Heatherbell such a special event for us every year, where we can help the 
children we work with throughout the year see examples of Christ and start their first 

steps in what will hopefully be a lifelong walk with God. 

Please pray for all involved with Camp Heatherbell and that we may continue to 
influence young people for God. 
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The Tweeners Class Steven and I taught
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Livingston Youth Weekend  

We took some of our youth to Livingston this October 
for a weekend spent in study, fun, and worship. Abbie, 
Rona, and I travelled in the car to Livingston to spend 
time with youth from across central Scotland and some 
from England. The question for the weekend was ‘What 

does it mean to be a Christian?’ and we heard great 
lessons from Mark Wilson (Hyvots Bank), Steven Barr 

and Edwin Offin (Cumbernauld), and Dan Jones 
(Dundee) on what the Christian life looks like in this 

life. 

This was a huge encouragement to the kids to see young 
men, who had recently been youth themselves, talk so 

openly about living for Christ. The confidence that these men demonstrated was a 
powerful example to the youth present (and the adults!). Thank God for those who are 

willing to stand up as Christians and be the examples our youth in Scotland need. 

Hallowe’en Party 

This October we had 
our third annual 

Hallowe’en party for 
the kids at Connection. 

This is always one of 
our largest attendances 
of the year and many of 
the children came for 
the first time in October 
before becoming regular 

attendees. 

Once again we had a great time with the children who came along, 
playing games, eating lots of sweets and having our fancy dress 

competition. A good night was had by all and 2 weeks after the party 
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Attendees from Perth, Cumbernauld 
and Northampton at Livingston Youth 
Weekend.

Welcome to Connection Club, Julie! 
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our attendance had once again increased! These children form the 
basis of our work and it through fun at events like this we 
encourage them to graduate to L.E.A.P. and head to youth 

weekends,Camp Heatherbell and everything that those things lead 
to. Please pray for all of the children! 

M&Ds Trip  

In October we also took our 
LEAP group to M&Ds theme 

park as a reward for being 
involved in our Community 
& Connect initiatives. Of 

course the real reason was an 
excuse for the youth to spend 

more time together and with us. We 
travelled to M&Ds early on Saturday 

and spent the entire day riding 
rollercoasters, eating doughnuts and 

spending time with each other. The youth who attended will 
continue to form the foundation of our LEAP group for years to 
come and trips like this, where they can spent time with others 

who have a faith, will be critical in encouraging them to continue 
learning about the church and Jesus. We pray that events like this 

demonstrate they have a place to feel safe and welcomed among people who love and 
follow Jesus.

Sunday Morning Class 

After Maurice completed our summer series of lessons in 
August, we decided to put classes on hold while I was in 
the US throughout September. Unfortunately Maurice 
continued to suffer from poor health and we have been 
unable to get things moving again quite yet. However, 

Sunday morning classes are planned to return in January 
2019 at the latest and we are working to get a curriculum 

�8To every creature … 

Chloe Alexander waiting on some doughnuts! 
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together which will compliment our teaching 
schedule for next year. As this year we 

focussed mainly on the New Testament during our 
‘Year of Jesus’ lessons, we are looking to 

broaden our teaching next year again of the Old 
Testament. Watch this space to hear all about our 

Sunday morning classes in 2019!! 

Applied Preacher Training 

Currently, I am studying the book of Romans 
with APT. I am on the way to finishing this 
wonderful book and aim to complete both 

exams before the summer. Studying the book 
of Romans has been a great source of 

encouragement over the last few 
weeks. Revisiting the particulars 
of salvation has reinforced my 

faith and reminded me that the message of salvation is so simple. 
Romans was the first book of the Bible that I read the whole way 
through when I first heard the Gospel and it was such a blessing 

to revisit Paul’s words to the Christians in Rome. 

Nicaragua Mission Trip 2018  

Unfortunately, as some of you may be aware, I was unable to attend a mission effort in 
Nicaragua this year to the political situation in the Central American nation. Mission 

work is still very much on my heart and I pray that I can reach out to others and join in a 
trip or organise one of my own. Please let me know if you or your congregation are 

planning a 2019 mission effort other than in the UK or if you know of anyone planning 
work in the near future.

EQUIP 
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Ron and Aireen Reyes helping out with the BBQ
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We were again blessed at the end of October to attend the 
EQUIP conference hosted by the Cumbernauld church of 

Christ. This time Gary Hampton was speaking on the subject 
‘Does the Devil Know You?’ as we looked at the subject of 

evangelism and taking our faith outside of the church 
building. It was a very encouraging event and gave us the 

opportunity to visit with brethren from Cumbernauld. 

Gospel Meetings 2018 - Confidence and 
Buford Mission Trip  

As well as helping with our Summer Connection Club the 
church in Buford helped us to host Gospel meetings on 
the same theme - Confidence. Our speaker was Jeremy 

Pate and he presented a number of 
wonderful lessons full of truths from 

God’s Word. These lessons were very 
timely for me and reinvigorated our 

confidence in our salvation and our efforts 
to reach out to the lost in Perth. The 

meetings this year were our best attended 
yet and we are grateful to everyone who came 
out, including those from the community who 

came along. As mentioned elsewhere in this 
report Roberta was a constant fixture at these 

meetings and many of our visitors come from 
our youth club. We are hopeful that we can reach these 

children and their families with the Word of God. Please 
pray for everyone who was a 
part of our mission efforts and those 

they came into contact with. 

In addition, during the summer we 
take the opportunity to expand our 
Community & Connect efforts and volunteer with groups 
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Ben Hogan helping clear some paths in Perth 
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around Perth. This 
year we helped the 
Perth rangers clear 

paths around Perth to 
help hikers and dog 

walkers in the area. We 
spent a very hot day cutting back bushes and 

trees before clearing the 
debris. The group 

worked hard and the 
contacts we make through 

these activities are often huge 
for the image of the church in 

the city. We also 
helped in the local 
Perth and Kinross 

food bank, reorganising and 
moving food around for the 

volunteers. At the food bank the volunteers work extremely 
hard to help those who have fallen on hard times and our 

L.E.A.P. group is always there to help when called upon. In 
the summer we make the 

connections that we cultivate throughout the rest of the 
year. In my next report I’ll be telling you about how we 

once again volunteered at the food bank, at their request, 
and helped those in need for Community & Connect.  

US Trip September 2018 

In September I was blessed to be able to visit friends and 
supporters in the US and talk about some of the work going 

on here in Perth. The trip was off to an unlucky beginning 
as I was delayed getting out of Glasgow, forced to stay overnight in Amsterdam (missing 

my Sunday morning appointment) and only arrived in Atlanta on Sunday afternoon. 
Happily, I am blessed to have good friends and brethren who understood my predicament 
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Abby Gibson and Sylvie Clark serving 
refreshments … I think!

Emmaline fresh off the plane and ready to go! 
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and were happy to re-organise for me. I cannot say thank 
you enough to the congregations at Conyers, GA and 

Buford, GA. for their 
help and understanding. 

I was blessed to visit 
congregations across Georgia, Tennessee and Florida, 
however, there were many I was unable to visit and I 

apologise to you all. I pray thanks for all of the 
encouragement and love I received and also that I may 
be reunited with those I did not manage to see while I 

was there this year. 

I had a few adventures in the US (as you probably know if we are friends on Facebook), 
but, after 4 weeks, was eager to get back to Perth and get on with the work once again. 

Although, not before I was blessed to attend the wedding of Ben and Jencie Hogan 
alongside some friends of mine. Ben has 

come to Perth for the last two years alongside 
brethren from Buford and has quickly 

formed a bond with so many in Scotland. It 
was the first wedding I have ever attended in 

the US and it was a great day in north 
Alabama spent with good friends, an 

excellent brother in Christ, and his wonderful 
wife. 

Once again thank you to all who hosted me for your hospitality and blessing me with 
your love and support. Please continue to pray for the work here in Scotland and if you 

have any questions do not hesitate to reach out to one of us here and ask. 

Dahlonega - University North Georgia Campus Ministry  

While in the US this September I was able to be part of a 
mission effort on the campus of University North Georgia in 

Dahlonega. The campus ministry is sponsored and overseen by 
the Dahlonega church of Christ and Christian students have 
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formed Nighthawks for Christ (N4C). Many 
members of Nighthawks for Christ are members of 

the church in Buford and many have been to 
Scotland in the past. As such, I was familiar with 

many of those who were part of the effort and was 
excited to meet old friends and be together in a 
mission effort once again. I met up with Colt 

Mahana from the church in Dahlonega on campus 
and we set up a table near the main student centre. 

We attempted to attract attention with visual 
materials and free snacks and received a lot of 

attention. We were able to have good conversations 
with many of the students who approached us and 

advertise the meetings we were having that week. The Nighthawks hosted a seminar with 
the title “God and Science” on campus for two evenings and the speaker was Dr Michael 

Houts, a committed Christian who works for NASA in Huntsville. It was truly eye 
opening to listen to Dr Houts speak on this subject for two evenings and spending these 

two days talking to students demonstrated how open he was to answering questions 
about any subject that may arise. 

It was a real blessing to join Colt, the Nighthawks for Christ, and Dr Houts for these 
couple of days trying to spread the Good News on campus and I certainly came away 
encouraged. Please pray for the church in Dahlonega and the work they undertake in 

north Georgia. 

Roberta  

Since we began the Connection youth club in 2015 we have seen many kids come and go. 
Some we have been blessed to see grow through the years up until now and have stuck 

with the club. Roberta was one of the first children to begin attending in 2015. She joined 
in the Autumn and introduced herself confidently to the rest of the club. 3 years later and, 
if possible, Roberta is even more confident and we are patiently waiting for her to take a 

break from talking! 
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As you may be able to tell Roberta is never far from the spotlight and is always a highlight 
of our Wednesday night. In addition to this, 
however, Allana and I have formed a good 

relationship with Roberta’s family, even 
exchanging Christmas gifts last December. 

During this summer Roberta was finally able to 
consistently attend our Summer Connection 
Club and formed strong relationships with 

many of the Americans from Buford who had 
come to help. Through this experience Roberta 

has become even more of a fixture in our lives 
and work and has begun attending worship. She is only 

ten years old and (like many of the youth from our local Eastern European community) 
attends a local Catholic primary school so we are very patient with her and have been 

taking things slowly. 

Last Wednesday, before youth club, Roberta asked me to pick her up and told me she had 
something serious to ask me. When we all got out of the minibus she began to talk about 

her confirmation and first communion etc. but was anxious that she could continue 
attending the church on a Sunday. After talking to Roberta for a long time before the 

beginning of club I spoke to her parents after youth club and Roberta will begin a 
personal Bible study as this Tuesday. Roberta has a wonderful heart and is eager to learn 
more about God. Please pray for us as we study together, that Roberta may have an open 

heart to the Word of God. 

Annette Ferguson  

Some of you may already know Annette Ferguson, a long time Christian here in Perth. 
Annette has been a constant encouragement to all of us since beginning the work in 

Perth in 2014. However, over the last year Annette has been dealing with a number of 
situations that have effected her ability to attend worship services. As a result, Annette 
had become increasingly discouraged. Recently, things have improved and during our 
Bible studies (on the subject of ‘peace’) Annette usually has encouraging news and we 

pray regularly. I won’t go further into the personal situations Annette is going through, 
but, with her permission, I make you aware in the hope that you will pray for her return 
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to faithful worship of the Lord and for the situations in Annette’s life to reach a 
conclusion. I know that with your support and encouragement, and lifting up Annette in 

prayer, our sister can come through any situation. 

Beth Alexander  

Since my last report Beth has continued to grow and attend 
worship services from time to time. After studying John for a while 
we began studying women’s roles in the church, after some specific 
questions arose following a youth weekend. We studied this issue 
thoroughly before moving on to study acceptable worship in the 
Lord’s church. After a hectic summer and some longer than ideal 
breaks I thought Beth may want to return to the Gospel of John. 

However, Beth had used the summer to come up with more 
questions. As another of our youth who attends Catholic school 

and mass on a Sunday, we have been patient with Beth and never tried to attack her faith. 
Rather, we have taught patiently from the Scriptures and allowed the Bible to speak. 

Beth returned to her study with a question prepared “Is it wrong for me to attend mass?” 
and it is this question we will be focussing upon in the future. Beth and I agreed that if a 

man or woman tells us one thing and the Scriptures another, then we must follow the 
Scriptures. As such, over the next few weeks we will explore the other questions that 

Beth had and allow the Bible to answer her initial question. The positive sign is that Beth 
is continually becoming more committed to attending our worship services and studies 
and I am hopeful that her faith in the Lord will grow. Please pray for Beth as we study 

together! 

Abbie Ramsay  

Abbie continues to grow in faith and the Lord. Over the last few months Abbie has 
become increasingly confident in her relationship with God and in talking to others 

about the Gospel. Recently, she has had deep conversations with her Religious Education 
teacher about her faith in Christ. I assumed that Abbie 
meant her teacher had talked to her after class, but was 

encouraged to hear Abbie had had this discussion with her 
teacher during class. This is a big step for someone so 

young in the faith here in Scotland where teenagers can 
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often feel extremely isolated, often being the only ones in class that have a faith or attend 
a place of worship. Abbie asked to study 
prayer in her personal Bible study and we 

have been praying regularly together, as well 
as encouraging one another to pray more 
regularly, exchanging texts. The biggest 

reason that Abbie has been an 
encouragement is the leadership qualities 
she has begun to develop in the last few 
months. It is amazing to see her interact 
with the younger children and encourage 

them to attend classes and worship. It is also 
evidence of her growth to see how Abbie interacts with the other teens in the youth 

group. In every way Abbie is becoming a confident example to her peers. 

Of course, as is the case for all of our youth and teens, there are major challenges ahead 
and these challenges will effect their burgeoning faith. I pray regularly that these 

experiences will strengthen their faith in the Lord and not cause them to leave. I pray 
that if the Lord can use me in any way to strengthen the faith of these young people that 
He does so and I ask you to pray for everyone mentioned 

here that they may grow ever closer to the Saviour.  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Aiming for the Future 

We are currently in full preparation mode 
for 2019. We will be presenting a number 
of new programmes and events that we 

will utilise to reach into the local 
community and bring them the Good 

News. We will also be rolling out a new 
preaching schedule as well as two new 
curriculums for Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday evenings. We have placed a lot on our plate, however, we are committed to 
the work here in Perth and continue to allow God to work through us. Our Tuesday 

schedule will be revamped in an effort to draw people to the Word and we will also be 
focusing on equipping the church in Perth to reach out to friends, family, and neighbours. 

Look out for all of this in my November report! 

As well as this Allana will be graduating in November and beginning a new job as a staff 
nurse in Monklands hospital. This will be a huge step for Allana and a new challenge as 
she starts life in the National Health Service. Please pray for Allana and stay tuned for 

more news. 

Please continue to pray for us. God bless you!

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad 
tidings of good things 

Romans 10:15

How shall we preach unless we are sent?  Thank you for your support.
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