
November - January

Welcome 
Dear friends, thank you for taking the time to read my 
latest report from Perth and the Lord’s work here. As 

always we have been busy here in Perth and I am 
slightly behind with my reports. I will include 

November, December and some news from January to 
try and catch up and hopefully be back on track in 
February. I pray you are doing well and that you are 

blessed by the work God is doing around the world in 
the hearts and minds of people here in Scotland’s Fair 

City.

Personal News 

My nephew, Mikey, had his first Christmas and received a 
mountain of presents from family. He was almost 

completely unaware of this, however, and decided to see 
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Perth Christmas 
Lights Switch On 

Celebrities and fun in Perth. 
Reports start on page 5 

Perth Snapshot 

Focus on Perth! Page 2. 

Youth Work 

A busy time for the youth 
group. See page 3 for an 
update. 

Specific Prayers 

We are asking for some 
specific prayers from page 10. 

SHINING IN SCOTLAND 
 Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven
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how the wrapping paper tasted most of the day! Apparently, 
he enjoyed it because he tried to eat it all day. It is hard to 

believe that Mikey will be one on the 7th of February. He is 
already developing a cheeky personality and loves to sing 

along (or make noise!) to music on the TV. He also loves to 
chase Michelle’s dog Ruby around and steal her bed 

whenever possible. Mackenzie, my niece, is also doing great 
and enjoying helping to look after her brother, although 
sometimes she hides in her room to get a break from the 

noise.  

My parents enjoyed having all of around for Christmas and 
the couple of weeks of holiday. However, Christmas didn’t 

go quite to plan as I got the flu for a couple of days and 
managed to pass it on to almost everyone else who got it 

much worse and for much longer than I. As a result I spent 
much of Christmas and the week after in bed, but sprung 

back just as mum and dad were feeling terrible. Finally, they 
felt better in January and we enjoyed some more time 

together over the last couple of weekends. Please continue 
to pray for my family.

Allana is continuing to work at Monklands Hospital and is 
getting into something of a routine. The long hours allow 
Allana to have more days off than other jobs and she uses 
them to help run our youth work and attend worship or 
Bible classes when she can. It is a blessing to have the 

opportunity do both, although demanding. As I will discuss 
later we are already asking our ladies to give more of their 

time and talents 
to teaching the 

children’s classes 
over the next 

year and beyond 
and so this new 
role is doubly 
demanding. 
However, we 
covet your 
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Focus on Perth 

This month saw us take steps to 
continue the Lord’s work in Perth  

• We took a number of youth to 
Loughborough Youth 
Weekend.  

• We have signed up a number 
of the congregation for 
teaching and leadership roles. 

• Youth clubs and Bible classes 
continue to be well attended 
with 20-30 children coming 
each week.  

• We engaged with parents and 
kids at events in the city of 
Perth, building relationships.  

• We began organising our 
campaigns for this year. 

• We had 3 new children register 
with the youth club, all from our 
local Lithuanian community.  

Please continue to pray for the 
church here in Scotland.
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prayers as we go into this new year and are confident that God will give the increase as we roll up 
our sleeves and plant the seed in Perth. 

November, December and January were very much about consolidating and planning for this 
year. Thank you for taking the time to read this and all your prayers.

Youth Work 

Throughout November, December and January we tried to 
maintain the momentum we gained after summer/autumn 2018. We 

stepped up ur efforts to help the community and worked in the 
Food Bank again, while ensuring there was 

time for the youth to spend together in 
fellowship. To this end we developed a new 

‘Youth Schedule’ so that the teens could plan 
well in advance and attend everything 

possible. Due mainly to high school exams 
January was quieter for the teens, but we 

organised a booked a trip to Dundee 
Underground Vaults in February already.  

Connection Youth 

We began November with a our youth club as 
busy as ever! October and November typically 
see the peak of the attendance at Connection 
Youth and this year was no different. We had, 
just in October, begun the process of involving 

the congregation more in the running of church 
outreach and the need for more teachers was 
very apparent in this period.  At this point we 
have already put our newly signed up teachers 
to work and they are assisting in classes until 

after Easter. In the meantime we are 
working together with all of our teachers 

on developing lessons and increasing 
effectiveness of our classes and 
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Grace Keay ready to play a game! 

Kennedy Graham and Marta 
Cyzman helping out with 
games

Abbie Ferguson brings her own 
healthy snacks to Bible class! But, 
don’t ask for one … trust me.
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communication with the kids in general. I will talk a little more about this in the section 
on ‘Seek Out Souls’ but, for now I will say that it seems the children have already 

benefitted from the different teaching styles. 

The youth club was slightly more hectic than usual for a couple of weeks in December 
and January due to the fact that Maurice and Polly were in the US visiting supporters, 

however, as we returned after New Year, the attendance was low enough that it was not 
too much of a problem. This also allowed us to have more focussed time with the 
relatively low numbers of children and we had a great time playing games. The low 

numbers did not continue more than a week or two and pretty soon we were back up to 
full strength, with just a couple of weeks until Maurice and Polly returned. 

In our class just now we are discussing the life of Christ and talked just last week about 
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. The week after proved unexpectedly controversial as Jesus 

cleared the temple of the money changers and those who were selling livestock. 

The youth club and Bible classes are a constant source of encouragement to us here in 
Perth and we could not plant these seeds without you. Thank you for all of your support.

T3  

While I was in the US we started work 
on a new vehicle for our teens to spend 

more time together and build 
experiences. It was here that we came up 
with T3. This event will be held monthly 

on a Tuesday evening and is a Bible study specifically for children in L.E.A.P. and 
L.E.A.D. (our high school and older youth). The idea is that this is a night devoted 

entirely to something they would enjoy and includes a devotional and Bible study. A 
number of ideas have been mentioned already, such as cinema nights, heading to City 
Cafe in Perth, games nights and our first evening in February is already booked as we 

head off to a tour of Dundee Underground Vaults. 

T3 is also open to everyone of that age and, as such, is the perfect place that the teens can 
invite their friends for their first experience of a devotional and spending time with 
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young Christians. Inviting a friend to T3 then does not carry the same pressure as inviting 
a friend to church or a Bible study. As such, we hope that this will grow our teen group 

and help us to retain contact with children while in high school and beyond. I will update 
you all on how T3 progresses this year as we look to strengthen the sense of community 

and connection in our youth as they progress in their faith. 

Guy Fawke’s Night 

For November 5th we headed to the North Inch in Perth to watch the fireworks for Guy 
Fawke’s night. During the 5th we have ‘shows’ at the 
North Inch, something like the rides at a state fair, 
and a huge bonfire with a ‘Guy’ on top. Sometime 

during the bonfire, our attention turned to the 
fireworks across the Inch , as always it was a great 

show here. 

The best part, as usual, was the opportunity to 
fellowship with one another and kids from the youth 
club and their parents. This is the event, outside of 
our summer events, usually best attended by youth and parents. We had three parents 
join us along with a number of kids and it was great night getting to know them better 
and building relationships. Who knows where God can take these relationships? They 

may start with a simple invitation to an event and over years grow into trust, opening the 
door to talk about Christ. We pray that the connection we gain through our community 

links will provide growth for the church here in Perth. 

Please pray for all involved with youth work that we may continue to influence young 
people for God. 

Perth Christmas Lights Switch On  

One of the main events in Perth over 
the last few years has been the 

Christmas Lights Switch On in the 
city. It is a real draw for the 
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community and people come from nearby towns and cities to 
Perth. This year we offered our 
minibus to the youth club and a 

number of kids came with us, and 
a few parents, to watch the parade, 

listen to music, walk through the Christmas market and 
watch the lights switch on and the firework display 

afterwards. The freezing temperatures didn’t put us off and 
we enjoyed a great night of fellowship right next to the 

river. The size and nature of Perth meant that we also had an opportunity to see many of 
the people we know at this event and by the end of the evening we had more people on 

the minibus than at the beginning. It was  a great night enjoyed by 
all and another great opportunity for fellowship. 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Coffee & Connect  

We continue to meet in Blend at noon on Wednesdays to study 
the Scriptures together. We have been studying Romans, after my 
own personal study with APT, and have been blessed to read again 

about our salvation, living a life dedicated to Christ and even 
disagreements within the church. Over the last few weeks we have 

enjoyed studying about meat dedicated to idols and the advice 
that Paul provides. Just recently, I was speaking to someone in 

Perth and mid-conversation they asked me if I was the guy that hosted a Bible study in 
Blend. This was totally out of the blue and someone I had only been introduced to 

twenty minutes before he asked this. It just goes to show that we do not realise the reach 
we can have. I pray that we can continue to influence the local community and bring 

those around us to the Lord. 

Seek Out Souls  

At the same time we introduced T3, we also began a new 
initiative designed to help our members feel equipped to 
reach out to others with the Gospel and give them the 

confidence to step out of their comfort zones. Seek Out 
Souls is a monthly meeting that allows our members to get together and discuss areas in 
which we could improve, those within the congregation we could encourage and areas in 
which we could help those we come into contact with. After this we have the chance to 
discuss how we may personally improve our evangelistic qualities. For example, during 

our last meeting we discussed our Bible studies being an invitation to learn more and how 
we can count, and keep track of, our victories. ‘Victories’ are not defined at the end of the 
path or only when someone is immersed, rather every time we share with someone, open 

up to someone with our personal stories, tell them about the Gospel. These are small 
‘wins’ that encourage us onto the next step on the path.  

S.O.S. also includes special events throughout the year that help us build confidence and 
provide practical ways to evangelise. The goal is not only to have the congregation realise 
that they have a part in seeking out souls and bringing others to the Lord, but further to 
allow them to see that small, practical steps can be powerful when we work together with 

one another and the Lord. 
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Sunday Morning Class 

Our Sunday morning studies kicked off again with a study 
of the Beatitudes. We are basing our study on a series of 
lessons presented by Kyle Rye (pulpit minister at Buford 
church of Christ) that he called ‘Upside Down’. We have 

revamped our format slightly and do not have the 
traditional preacher in the pulpit for our Bible study. 

Instead, we watch a section of video and have a discussion 
about what we have learned and seen. This format will 

hopefully encourage everyone to contribute to a free flowing discussion and allows us to 
cater to everyone there, regardless of experience in the church and age. 

Applied Preacher Training 

I finished the study of Romans over Christmas and was delighted to pass the exams and 
coursework. I have not yet picked up my next course, but am excited to complete APT. 

Thank you for the support and prayers you have offered on my behalf. 

Loughborough Youth Weekend 

In November we were blessed to have the chance to attend 
Loughborough Youth Weekend. We 
loaded up the minibus and, after a 
brief diversion to pick up members 

from Dennyloanhead and Airdrie, we 
were on the way to Leicestershire, 

England. Youth had come from many parts of England and 
it was a great weekend listening to Joseph Snethen and 

Richard Harp (via Skype) teach on the temple throughout 
the Scriptures. This theme of the temple was continued through the games and activities. 

Our worship on the Sunday was a particularly 
encouraging experience as many members I had met at 

youth weekends (who have since become too old for 
youth weekends (unlike me, apparently)) arrived and I 
was able to catch up with brethren I have not seen for 
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many years. Another encouraging elements was the presence of brethren from the 
Leicester church. As some of you may know this is another 
church that is essentially a new plant and to see the youth 

from both Perth and Leicester forging links gave us a glimpse 
of what the future may hold for the church in these two 

cities with fledgling 
congregations. 

 

�9To every creature … 

Allana and Maisie Bullock from Loughborough 

Joe Scobbie showing the English how it’s done! 

Picture taken prior to a particularly heated game 
of articulate!

Isabella Cass and Esther from Leicester 
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Nicaragua Mission Trip 2018  

Unfortunately, as some of you may be aware, I was unable to attend a mission effort in 
Nicaragua this year to the political situation in the Central American nation. Mission 

work is still very much on my heart and I pray that I can reach out to others and join in a 
trip or organise one of my own. Please let me know if you or your congregation are 

planning a 2019 mission effort other than in the UK or if you know of anyone planning 
work in the near future.

Roberta  

Last report I discussed Roberta starting a study. Her study continues as we work our way 
through the book of John and she learns more every 

week. In the last study we discussed baptism and how 
immersion is seen through the New Testament. 

Roberta was hugely interested in this and due to the 
fact this study was begun after questions around her 
confirmation this was clearly an important point to 

cover for Roberta. It is fascinating to see her develop 
her knowledge and interest each week and I only pray 
that she continues to study and opens her heart to the 

Word. Please continue to pray for Roberta as we 
discuss Christ’s church and the Way He asks her to walk in this life. 

Annette Ferguson  

My studies with Annette have continued. We have been studying prayer and peace for a 
while, but over the last few weeks, we have talked about telling ourselves the truth in our 
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Roberta at our Summer Connection Club
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faith. There are so many reasons people may fall away or fall back into a worldly life. 
However, if we read the Scriptures we see how God feels for us, how He wants us to 
remain with Him and we see that those reasons do not match up to God’s love. To 

constantly remind ourselves of these truths we must focus on the Bible and His Word, 
prioritise our relationship with Him above all else and follow. It is a difficult path to 

follow Christ when circumstances effect us, but when we turn to His Word we see the 
true way to joy and contentment. I have been praying regularly with Annette that she 
returns to worship and I ask that you pray for Annette and the study we are having.

Beth Alexander  

Since my last report Beth has started attending worship on a 
regular basis, almost every week. It has been wonderful to see 

Beth make these decisions for her own faith and our of her own 
desire to acknowledge the truth. In our last study we discussed 
how we are all saints and this was especially exciting for Beth to 

learn that there are not levels of special Christian, just 
Christians. It is another indicator of how far Beth has come 

since we began her study. Initially, she was regularly attending 
Catholic mass and was very aware and knowledgable about Catholic doctrine. Now, 

however, her knowledge of the Scriptures has increased hugely and her commitment to 
Catholicism has been replaced by a desire to simply read what the Bible says and follow. 
There is more for Beth to do yet and she has asked to look at the book of Exodus next, 
but I am confident Beth is developing her own faith in the Lord. Please pray for Beth as 

we study together!  

�11To every creature … 



November - January

Climbing Higher! 

We are busy as we get our new 
schedule and programs underway for 
2019. Throughout this year we will be 
pushing and advertising these to get as 

much interest as possible from the 
congregation and community as a 

whole. 

Our T3 and S.O.S. will continue as well 
as new events for Community & Connect, when our LEAP and LEAD groups go into the 

Perth community to make a difference for the Lord. 

We also have a number of campaigns in the works, one in May as well as one in June and 
another later in the year. This is, of course, a huge undertaking for a church of our size, 
however, we are excited for the challenge and the difference we can make to the lost in 

Perth. Please pray for us as we 
continue to spread His Word 

and plant the seed. 

How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the gospel 

of peace, who bring glad 
tidings of good things 

Romans 10:15

How shall we preach unless 
we are sent?  Thank you for 

your support.
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